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Architect selected for East County courthouse project
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Gresham's future conrthouse now has an architect.

Multmosnah Coumty anncunced on Manday, Feb. 1, that it has hired LES Archibects in partnership with
HOK Justice bodesign the Eagl Conntly conirihonse proposed for Gresham's Rockowooud are.

Commissioners unanimously approved moving foreard swith the plan for o new courthouse in Qctober
whien they approved spending 800,000 on a “schematic design process" for the facility. Later this vear,
thee Bosyrd willl rinvierw the propaosesd diesigns, bear pulblic comment and decide how 1o procesd with the
project. Fundisg for the courthouse has not yet been secuned,

Lorated on county-oavned property just soath of Stark Strect off 185th Avenue, the S17.5 million e S21
million cowrthouse will replace Greshnm's ohsolete and dilapidated onescowrtroom Bacility on Powell
Baoubvard.

The eurrent courthouse s on Powell Boulevard in the original Gresham City Hall, which the ity still
v 15 beeen callbed woefully inadeguate and in disrepair by its onom lnndlord, Mayor Shane Bemis. The
roods and windows leak, pipes backup creating flooding and sewage spalls.

In addition to providing twe to theee eoirtroonas, the pew Beility alsowill indude space for the
couty’s distrset atterney’s office, As for the cases i bears, the new cowrthouse will primarily handle
misdemenncr traffic offenses,

Eleven architects submitbed propesals for the project aml four wene infervsosed,

Founibed in 1976, LRS Architects = an awand-winning archivectural design, planning and interioss firm
specializing raticnally in commercial office, retail, housing. interiors, planning and civie projects, The
company's portiolio justice centers and other civie facilitics on the West Coast, including the Clackamas
Conniy Jail intake expansion and the El Borsdo County Juvenile Facility in South Lake Talos, Calif.

HOK Architects is o global firm with extensive courthouse design experience, inclading the Alameds
Coumty Juvenile Justics Center in San Leandro, Calif, and the Miami Dade County Children's Courthogse
in Miami, Fla.

Hirieg the firms is the firet pa of the county’s schemathe destgn process, which calls for preliminary
plans, & site plan, architectural specificatbons, cost estimates ard updated badget details,

Fropeals from constroctiaon companies nlzo are being aecepted until Feb, 160 That contract eouldd be
awarded by thie end of the maonth,

COmee the schematic proccss is comiplete, an internal oversight committes willl resies it before secking
npproval from county commissioners in April. If npproved, constroction could begin as spon as next
spring.

The announcemest (hat an architoct has been hired provides momentum Lo a project 25 vears 1a the
making. After decades of studving where in Gresham to buailt the new courthense, the coanty epbed be
build im the city’s Rockwood area, citing savings by building in an urban renewal district and potential to

draw husinesses and improve the anea’s safety.

In 207, the county bought property at 185th amd Stack for a full servdes justhos cemter, comphete with
space for Gresham police and sherifi®s deputies.

TBut when the facillitys price tag more than doubled to nearly 40 million and the cconomy collapeed,
Mubtnomah County seabed down the fucility boa simple conrthouse,

Thie coumky alse decided = as & money-saving strategy = bo maove the project to coanty-cuwmnied Led in
domtonsm Giresham, Bud o buyer for the land in Bockswood fell through, se the county returned to the
couribmse’s originally proposed location.

The mesw 55,0000 1o Jo0000-squenre-foot facility will hoases ane large conrroom with spasce for a
12-persen jury, & smaller courtroom foe & six-person jury arsd medinm sized fexibde courtroom that
coald he used for after-hours community netivilies.

1 s scheduled to open in spring 2012,
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